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A Footnote   In May 2005, the ACT 
Government passed new legislation, 
the Pest Plants and Animals Act, that 
overcomes this weakness.

Abstract
There are a huge number of introduced 
plants in Victoria that have become natu-
ralized and could be classified as weeds. 
It is unreasonable and in many cases 
impossible to expect the Government 
to take action to eradicate all of these. 
The role of Government is to ensure new 
threats are mitigated and to ensure proc-
esses are in place to minimize the impact 
of existing incursions. The direction for 
weed policy in Victoria is provided by 
the Victorian Weed Management Strategy 
that is a key component of ‘Victorian Pest 
Management – A Framework for Action’ 
that provides the basis of investment in 
pest management. Regional Weed Action 
Plans provide the basis of investment in 
weed management across the ten Catch-
ment Management Authority regions of 
the state and prioritize species and lo-
cations for weed management based on 
protecting the assets of that region. 

Introduction
The responsibility for the management 
of weeds in Australia is devolved to the 
States. The Victorian Pest Management 
Framework for Action (VPMF) provides 
the principles and planning framework for 
pest management in the state of Victoria. 
The Weed Management Strategy (WMS) 
under the VPMF reflects these principles 
and provides strategic actions and time-
frames to deliver the outcomes of these 
principles state-wide. Regional Weed Ac-
tion Plans (RWAP) further devolve the 
delivery of these principles and strategic 
actions at the regional level.

While weed management is primarily 
the responsibility of the land manager, 
Government support and investment 
aims to facilitate long term solutions to 
pest problems by increasing the communi-
ty’s ability to manage weeds. This is done 
through research, education, technical 
support, incentives and supporting pro-
grams with enforcement provisions under 
the Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 
(CaLP Act). The CaLP Act provides some 
of the tools to support community pro-
grams and does not in itself represent a 
responsibility to provide enforcement on 
all pest plants on all properties.

Background
While there are a number of Legislative 
Acts relating to pest management in Vic-
toria, the Catchment and Land Protection Act 

1994 provides the main legislative base for 
pest plant and animal control in this State. 
The Government recognized that the per-
manent care of the natural environment is 
one of its most important duties. In par-
ticular, it recognized the degradation to 
Victoria’s rivers and catchments caused by 
introduced weeds and pest animals, and 
through their policy statements, indicated 
a very real commitment for their long-
term control.

The ‘Report on Weeds in Victoria’ re-
sulting from an Inquiry conducted by 
the Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee (ENRC) of Parliament (tabled 
in Parliament in May 1998), detailed rec-
ommendations aimed at dealing with this 
complex issue for Victoria. 

There was an opportunity for the Gov-
ernment to set clear directions for the 
management of pests into the future. One 
mechanism for this was the development 
of the Victorian Pest Management Frame-
work, as a key component of the Govern-
ment’s River and Catchment Restoration 
Program. The development of this Frame-
work was aimed at providing clear direc-
tions for the management of weeds and 
pest animals and contribute to river and 
catchment restoration.

Government investment principles
Pest management by the government 
should not seek to replace private invest-
ment, it should seek to leverage private 
investment to ensure a coordinated ap-
proach to pest management can be imple-
mented so that the spread of pest popula-
tions is reduced.

There are significant public benefits 
from State investment in pest manage-
ment – if such investment can make a dif-
ference in the rate at which pest popula-
tions spread through time. Every hectare 
invaded by weeds or pest animals causes 
economic and environmental losses. This 
in turn has important social implications – 
reduced opportunities for wealth creation 
or investment opportunities in regional 
communities.

As a land owner:
• Implement weed management strat-

egies to control weed infestations on 
their own land to the extent that the net 
gain is maximized.

• Invest in weed management strategies 
on other land to maximize the net gain 
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from reducing the spread of weed in-
festation to their own land.

As the community’s representative:
• Invest in weed management strategies 

that minimize the likelihood of new 
weed infestations from outside Victoria 
to the extent that the net gain to Victoria 
is maximized.

• Address market failure that leads to 
landowners not investing in weed 
management strategies in other land 
areas.

• Identify CMA outcomes where gov-
ernment investment justified – based 
on assessment of private, industry and 
public beneficiaries.

Victorian Pest Management – A 
Framework for Action

The Framework’s objectives are to:
• Provide improved directions for weed 

and pest animal management in Victo-
ria, consistent with Government policy 
commitments, including assisting the 
implementation of the recommenda-
tions of the ENRC Inquiry into Weeds 
in Victoria, the fostering of landholder 
ownership of pest management, dem-
onstration of cost-benefits of manage-
ment approaches that are supported by 
strategic resourcing commitments.

• Provide a state-wide policy umbrella 
under which a uniform approach to 
weed and vertebrate pest management 
on public and private land is undertak-
en. This would include principles and 
approaches for the long-term allocation 
of Government funding relating to:

 – the management of pests;
 – particular issues such as preventative 

actions (stop incursions, eradicate new 
invasions, develop effective and sus-
tainable techniques for management), 
manage risks rather than control all 
pests (assess threats, risks, develop 
priorities, modify community expecta-
tions), and enforce action on priorities 
where necessary.

• Identify state-wide targets to be met 
over 5, 10 and 20 years.

• Promote preventative and early inter-
vention principles

• Provide a strategic link to community 
processes; particularly those actions 
detailed in community-based weeds 
and pest animal action plans.

• Identify the effective partnerships that 
are required with stakeholders such as 
nursery, horticultural and agricultural 
industries to ensure better pest man-
agement outcomes.

• Address the ongoing community con-
cerns regarding public land weed and 
pest animal management which the 
Government and community presently 
considers is inadequate. Facilitate co-
ordination between Divisions of NRE 
responsible for pest management on 

public land through clearly identified 
priority activities and resource mecha-
nisms.

• Provide the integration links between 
the major programs so they are man-
aged in a holistic manner. 

• Strengthening the link between re-
search and on-ground application of 
best practice pest management.

The Victorian Weed Management 
Strategy
The Victorian Weed Management Strategy 
has been developed within the Victorian 
Pest Management Framework (VPMF) and 
deals with weed management in Victoria. 
Management of weeds is principally the 
responsibility of each land manager. The 
State Government’s role in weed manage-
ment includes the provision of an appro-
priate legislative and policy framework. 
The Government primarily contributes 
to weed management in situations where 
that action results in public benefit, and 
provides funding in accordance with the 
agreed cost sharing guidelines. The State 
Government also has a role to ensure that 
all partners in weed management meet 
their responsibilities. 

The Victorian Weed Management Strat-
egy has five clear goals:
1. Prevent new weed problems.
2. A significant reduction in the impact of 

existing weed problems.
3. A Victorian community that is fully 

aware of the economic, social and envi-
ronmental impacts and threat of weeds, 
and has the knowledge to act to mini-
mize their damage.

4. Effective working partnerships built 
for progressive weed management.

5. Continuous improvement through re-
view and evaluation.

Under these five goals are 18 objectives 
and fifty strategic actions. The fifty strate-
gic actions designate who has key respon-
sibility for delivery, who the partners are 
that will be involved and the timeframes 
for delivery of those actions.


